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ant recollections of Valence; he questioned Gourgaud as to the later loves of Napoleon; he showed the Emperor little attentions, sent him newspapers, and the like. Napoleon's memories of Montchenu do not seem to have been so favorable. " I know this Montchenu/' he says. " He is an old fool, a chatterbox, a carriage general who has never smelt powder. I will not see him." The worst of this description, says the Russian commissioner, is that it is accurate. Again, "Poor fool, poor old fool, old booby/' Napoleon calls him. And again, " He is one of those men who support the ancient prejudice that Frenchmen are born mountebanks/' Later on the Emperor threatens to kick the old marquis out of doors should he appear at Longwood, not because he is the French commissioner,but because of some papers that he has signed. He is an object of ridicule to all. He had been the laughing-stock of Paris. One eminent compatriot described him as bavard insupportable, completement nul. Even Lowe cuts jokes at him. From his willingness to accept, and his reluctance to extend hospitality, he was known as M. de Monter-chez-nous. Henry, who attended him medically, had however, the laugh against himself. He had reckoned up a long tale of fees: the marquis rewarded him with an obliging note. This nobleman was now past sixty. He had been a page of Louis XV. Having entered the army before the Revolution, and followed the princes into exile, he made at the restoration the same astonishing bound in military promotion that Las Cases had accomplished in the naval service. In December, 1815, he was nominated as French commissioner at St. Helena, an appointment which had the negative advantage of securing him
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